
MINUTES OF BELLEVILLE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION MEETING 
HELD THURSDAY, AUGUST 13, 2020 AT 7:00 A.M., 

BELLEVILLE VILLAGE HALL – 24 W. MAIN ST. 
 

MINUTES 
 

Members Present:  Nicole Brauer, Mike O’Connor, Melissa Francois, Marie Barry, Bronna Lehmann, Roger Hillebrand, 

Geoff Wilbourn, Scott Hayes, and Rick Francois.   Absent:  Gale Hellpap, Ryan Yakowicz, and Pam Yoder. 

 

A. Call Meeting to Order:  Chairperson Brauer called the meeting to order at 7:00 a.m.  
 

B. Approval of Minutes from July 9, 2020 
 
Rick Francois made a motion to approve the minutes from July 9, 2020.  Seconded by Melissa Francois.  Motion 
passed. 
  

C. Acknowledgement of Visitors:  Rowan Childs, Judy Bacha, Debi Buol, Becky Olson, and Brian Wilson 
 

D. Rowan Childs – Economic Development Director – Village of Mt. Horeb 

Rowan Childs met with the EDC and introduced herself.  She has been in her position now for two months.  She has a 

background in marketing and business development, she has founded and runs a non-profit, and she has some 

experience in construction and architecture.  This is a new position with the Village of Mount Horeb.  Previously it was 

a part-time position under a separate entity.  Mount Horeb is also starting a new Community Development Authority 

and Housing Authority.   

With COVID-19 they have started a new grant program for restaurants as well as a “Streetery” program similar to 

Madison’s.  This was in an effort to add options for outdoor seating.  The grants were funded with proceeds from the 

Downtown TID.   

Marie Barry asked for more information about the Downtown Redevelopment Plan and the Revolving Loan Fund.  

Rowan explained that the Development Plan was created about ten years ago and it was updated in 2017 to reflect 

key goals for downtown development.  She explained that the key is to try to keep to the goals and not get too far off 

course by reminding people of those goals and keeping efforts focused.  She said that the Revolving Loan Fund has 

not been heavily used.  They are trying to decide how to promote the program and let businesses know that it is 

available for use.   

E. Introduction of Becky Olson, Economic Development and Marketing Specialist 
 
Becky Olson introduced herself to the group.  She has a background in agricultural entrepreneurship, sustainability, 
and conservation.  She has previously served as a Project Coordinator for the Children’s Health Alliance of Wisconsin.  
Additionally, she worked for the Department of Natural Resources in Public Information where she attended public 
hearings and spoke to groups regarding groundwater concerns.  In her short time with the Village she has been 
focusing on the two new websites making sure that they have appropriate information as well as putting other 
communications out on social media.  She has also been working with two local businesses seeking new spaces in the 
Village.     
 

F. Update regarding COVID-19 Public Health Emergency 
 



Brian Wilson reported that the last order from Dane County was the Mask Order in July.  Currently, the Forward Dane 

Plan is still in Phase Two, though it has been modified with some rollbacks.  He reported that three businesses had 

taken advantage of opportunities for additional outdoor seating; J&M Bar, Lingonberry Llama, and Sugar River Lanes. 

 

Bronna Lehman reported that the library is continuing its curbside pick-up with preparation of 100-150 bags for pick-

up each day.   

 

It was discussed that the School District is offering families two options; all virtual attendance or a hybrid with half-

day and virtual attendance.      

 

G. Analysis of Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) impact on Village businesses – Marie Barry 

Due to time constraints, this item will be brought back for discussion on the next EDC agenda. 

H. 2020 Census Update – Bronna Lehman 
 

Bronna Lehman reported that response rate sits at 83%.  The Census Bureau moved up its cut-off from the end of 
October to the end of September for data collection.   
 

I. Development Updates 

Brian Wilson provided a written report regarding development activities.  He answered a few questions that had come 
up in the chat regarding BRE activities.  He reported that the Planned Unit Development discussion at the Plan 
Commission last night was not moved forward pending another meeting of the Plan Commission.  He also discussed 
that dam repairs will move forward now that approval has been received from FEMA.   

J. Other Business  

Rick Francois asked if the sale of the Elementary School had closed yet.  Brian Wilson commented that the rezoning 
of the property was approved by the Plan Commission and that plans are moving forward.  The new owner intends to 
start a School Age Program in September.   

K. Set agenda for next meeting on September 10, 2020 

Brian Wilson said that the presentation by Marie Barry on the PPP loans will be moved to the September meeting.  
Marie also offered to invite other Economic Development staff from other communities to speak to the EDC.  Brian 
said that if she comes up with some options he will get them added to a future agenda.  Bronna Lehman asked if 
anyone would like to see a local business person come and speak to the EDC.  Brian asked that the EDC members  
provide some suggestions.            
   

L. Adjournment 
 
Motion was made by Nicole Brauer to adjourn the meeting.  Seconded by Geoff Wilbourn.  Motion carried. 
 
Chairman Brauer adjourned the meeting at 8:08 a.m. 
 


